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The Hijackers’ Fate: ‘You Can Run but You Can’t Hide’ 


.Transcript of White House News Conference on the Hijacking a 


Following is a transcript of the 
news conference by President Rea- 
gan at the White House yesterday on 
the apprehension of the hijackers, as 
recorded by The New York Times: 

OPENING STATEMENT 

Before making the announcement 
and the business that has brought me 
here, and knowing your great concern 
and not wanting you to lose any sleep 
at night, let me explain the patch on 
my nose. I figured you might ask. The 
doctor has been keeping track of me 
since the first operation for skin can- 
cer on my nose and felt that there was 
some additional work needed. So yes- 
terday afternoon, when we came 
back from Chicago, I went over there 
in the White House to the doctor’s of- 
fice and he did the additional work 
and a biopsy revealed there were 
some cancer cells. And now I have a 
verdict of my nose is clean. 

So, listening to ail the questions and 


Bud McFarlane to be here to provide 
answers to all the questions that you 
may have. 

the events of the past 24 hours rein- 
force the determination of all of those 
who share the privileges of freedom 
and liberty to join together id counter- 
ing the scourge of international ter- 
rorism. All civilized peoples welcome 
the apprehension of the terrorists re- 
sponsible for the seizure of Achille 
Laurd and the brutal murder of Leon 
Klinghoffer. 

' ‘You Can’t Hide* 



Extradition of Hijackers 

Q. Mr. President, on extradition, 
will you press to extradite the terror- 
ists to the United States if the Italians 
do give them what you consider to be 
justice, knowing that there is no cap!-'-' 
tal punishment in Italy? .♦ 

A. We think this is a proper thing to/ 
do because — I’m not a lawyer and 1/ 
don’t intend to get into too many legal,- , - 
areas where I might be caught short,, - , • 
but it is — they could be tried in both^„ - , 
countries. And in this country they v. 
would be tried for murder, where in, 
Italy they will probably be tried on, - 1 
the basis of piracy because of the tak- ; ,, 
ing over of the Italian vessel. So this ; L 
is why we have put in a request for ex-, • / g 
tradition. „V t 


Trial in Italy 


t ‘You Can’t Hide’ AT THE WHITE HOUSE: President Reagan responding to final question as he ended his news conference on the interception of plane carrying 

, The pursuit of justice is well served hijackers by U.S. Navy jets. With him were from left: Robert C. McFarlane, national security adviser; Kama Small, National Security Council 


that these terrorists are prosecuted 
add punished for their crimes. I want 
to point out the crucial role played by 
the Italian Government in bringing 


Commander in Chief of the soldiers, Force One coming back from Chi- 


we’ve made as to what we would or all, in a number of them, siich as the 
would not do in events of that kind be- terrible tragedy with the marines, the 


will you be satisfied if the Italians H p 
give them, say, a long prison sen-'’ • 
tence? ' r ,i 

A. Th4t remains to be decided as to 
how far we go or as to how far we pur- 
sue this. What we want is justice 
done. ■ ! 1 

• 0. Does that mean death to the hi- 
jackers? > 1 < 


Disagreement With Craxi 

Q. Mr. President, there were re-' . , 
ports that — there have been reports % < 
that there was disagreement between . 
yourself and Prime Minister CraxfV r 
about the disposition of these terror-. - 
ists, whether to be tried, where to be\ - 
tried. Is there any truth to that? ■/ ■ 

A. No, we had a phone call las£-^ 
night. He told me what his situation v 
was with regard to them and I told * 
him what ours was. And I told him’ 
that we would introduce an extradi- v 
tion request. He told me what their- . 


this operation to a successful and sailors, airmen and marines who de- cago. would not do in events of that kind be- ter^le tragedv with the marines, the tion request. He told me what their - ' 

peaceful conclusion. Throughout/ ployed, supported and played the cru- Q. You’re telling us, sir, if I may cause I think it s for the terrorists to perpetrators of the act went up with legal process was with regard to that/ , 

. W O de B r ur^Tt e d r » f ^^ u .or 


mme Minister craxi nas Deen coura- cial role in the delivery of these ter- follow up, you’re telling us that Egypt 
■ geous in his insistence that those ap- rorists to Italian authorities. They then didn’t know we were going to do 
prehended shall be subject to full due and the men and women of our For- il and didn’t sanction it in any way? 
process of law. I also want to note my eign Service and intelligence com- A. Nor did the Italians know we 
gratitude that the Government of munity performed flawlessly in this were going to do it, as far as I’m 
Egypt was able to end the crisis with- most difficult and delicate operation, aware. ' 

out additional loss of life— although I They have my gratitude and I’m sure 

disagreed with their disposition of the the gratitude of all of their country- Decision tO Act 


praise President Bourguiba’s forth- These young Americans sent a 
right decision to refuse the entry of message to terrorists everywhere, a 
the fugitives. message, “You can run but you can’t 

Most of all, I am proud to be the hide.” 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Danger for Americans 

..3' Mr. President, does vour action S?”* fiSHS! 


Q. But was it difficult for you, or couldn’t — you were faced with, well,' 
easy for you? Can you give us some who were their collaborators? Who 

sense of your own state of mind? were behind them? How do you retall- 

A. I don’t know whether a decision ate? They’re gone, 
like that can ever be called easy, but I And the other thing is in a number 

had complete faith in our forces. And of incidents where, to retaliate would 
the opportunity was there and I be- simply be an act of violence without 
lieved that the mission was possible, any knowledge that you were striking 


you tell all of us exactly what you did mai 10110 Wltn wnat was at staK ®- 
on this yesterday? What went through _ ,, „ , - , 

your mind, what decisions exactly President S Resolve 
you made, and what it was like for _ 

you yesterday Q- Mr. President, what kind of mes- 

A. Well, I can’t answer exactly on sa § 6 do y° u sends regard- 

some of those things, on the decisions y°ur resolve? You ve been cnti- 
that were made. The operation as it cized m t ^ e Past * or not taking action 
was carried out was the operation against terrorists. How does this fit 


tern with terrorism. But here was 
clear-cut case in Which we could lay 
our hands on the terrorists. 

U.S. Intentions 

Q. But since you know that these 
were the criminals and since you 


last night increase the danger for ® eat IvTis so^ie $ that I ordered and approv^of But p J° fll ?, of what y ? u thulk 13 P° ssi ' knew there were not innocent people 

other Americans being held hostage fact, they did give us some sort of the reason j don>t wa p t to answer any Me, feasible, and what kind of mes- around, were you prepared to fire? 

in the Middle East? help? " • ■ . more specifically in things of that sage for the future? Were you prepared to shoot that plane 

A. I don’t believe so; I don’t think .*/ kind is VSS torSrSS £nd fi£h? A. Well, our problem in the past has down? 

that there’s any increase that could ^ak ot ajiy plans of .this! kind, tins { terrorism is an ongoing thing. And ? ot 1,6611 a lack of wilL 0ur problem . A. This, again, $ one of those ques- 

bemade. I think that Americans are, again, as we’ve saidbefore/l dra’t has 56611 in terronst attacks that ttons that fra not going to answer. 

as well as mainy other people from' - , made yesterday afternoon on far want t0 public decisions that have takeri pIace 111 1116 past> First ot 11131 3 fpr 1116111 to go to bed every 

other countries — aSW^s evidenced in- ' .. ... • . - . - ■ ■ ... . , A . 

: the passenger list of that ship — are t • ~ ; : ■ ; ; — — ' 

Holding of Ship Reagan Says Message to Terrorists Is You Can’tHide ’ 

Q. Mr. President, we were told — — : — — » — — . , - • L ' ■-/>-■ ■ ■ 

mirfrt Ifkone- The Ea^tfins^re at^ Continued From Page I . Friva tely, some Administration offi- roles in the seizure of the hijackers, retaliate would simply be an act of vio- 

hniai mr nn YXfvl cials voiced distress at the inability of “These young Americans sent a mes- fence without any knowledge that you 

?a{^ Thfl shil? officials were furious at Italv and the United Sta tes to g a in control of the sage to terronsts everywhere,” Mr. were striking the perpetrators of the 

KRJS SNK WffiS Y0UCM 

about that? Is there any tie to the fact Liberation Organization and agreeing ment which has been friendlv with the y ' < ‘That has been our great nmhiem* 

p^ane^And wlwfarevou^obS'fodo t0 Iet the hijacker 3 8° free - Palestine Liberation Organization, ‘How Do You Retaliate?’ with terrorism. But here was a clear- 

to try to get that ship released? There Asked if he was angry at President Sgsenior P ETofflcfals toth^seizure « 1 Res P°nding to a question about his { handfort theTerrorilts ”°^ d ^ 0UT 
apparently are stiU Americans on it. Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, Mr. Reagan Sthe hiiacked^ shioSSSSfuS^ “resolve” in future terrorist incidents Asked if he wm orenared to shoot 
Sl^&l *** wh6lher said the United States and Egypt had'- d^SfSirtSS. 


this time. I don’t know whether the 
other passengers who were away 
from that particular — from Port 
a Said, they're waiting for them to 
come aboard or anything. Whatever 
' might be, true of that, I just don’t 
know. 

Attitude Toward Egypt 

Q. Mr, President, can you tell us 
about your attitude now toward 
Egypt? And can you tell us whether 


officials were furious at Italy and 
Egypt for working with the Palestine 
Liberation Organization and agreeing! 
to let the hijackers go free. 

Asked if he was angry at President 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, Mr. Reagan) 
said the United States and Egypt had 1 
“too firm a relationship, and there’s 
too much at stake with regard to peace 
in the Middle East for us to let a single 
incident of one kind, or a disagreement 
of this kind, color that relationship.” 

The four hijackers are in custody at 
the Sigonella military base near Cata-) 
nia, Sicily. Officials said that the initial! 
American strategy was for the hijack- i 
ers to be taken almost immediately! 
from the base to the United States, but! 
that Italy had refused to go along and 
kept the gunmen in custody, | 


Privately, some Administration offi- 
cials voiced distress at the inability of 
the United States to gain control of the 
hijackers. Officials were especially 
concerned that the Italian Govern- 
ment, which has been friendly with the 
Palestine Liberation Organization, 
would fail tp pursue leads possibly link- 
ing senior P.L.O. officials to the seizure 
of the hijacked ship, the Achille Lauro. 

Some United States officials were 
also distressed about reports that the 
Italians planned to free, without de- 
tailed interrogation, the two Palestians 
accompanying the hijackers. The two 
were identified by Israeli radio as Mo- 
hammed Abbas, head of the Palestine 
Liberation Front, to which the hijack- 
ers claimed to belong, and Mani A1 
Hassan, a senior aide to Yasir Arafat, 
the chairman of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization 

Mr. Reagan, in his comments today, 
praised the American military, diplo- 
mats and intelligence officers for their 


roles in the seizure of the hijackers. : j 
“These young Americans sent a mes- 1 
sage to terronsts everywhere,” Mr. 1 
Reagan said. “The message: You can < 
run but you can’t hide.” i 

‘How Do You Retaliate?’ 1 

. Responding to a question about his j 
“resolve” in future terrorist incidents 1 
and the criticisms against him for fail- 
ing to act in the past against hijackers, • 
Mr. Reagan said, “Our problem in the ! 
past has not been a lack of will.” ; 

He said there were a “number” of c 
problems, “such as the terrible . 
tragedy with the marines, the perpe- ; 
trators of the act went up with the 1 
bomb, they were suicides.” 

“How do you retaliate?” c 

He was referring to the bombing of , 
the United States Marines barracks in 1 
Beirut in October 1983 in which 241 ] 
American .servicemen were killed. j: 

“The other thing,” Mr. Reagan con- r 
tinued, “is in a number of incidents to v 


retaliate would simply be an act of vio- 
lence without any knowledge that you! 
were striking the perpetrators of the 
deed, and you might be attacking many 
innocent people, 

“That has been our great problems 
with terrorism. But here was a clear- 
cut case/ in which we could lay our 
hands on the terrorists.” 

Asked if he was prepared to shoot 
down the plane carrying the hijackers 
if necessary, Mr. Reagan said, “That’s 
for them to go to bed every qight won- 
dering.” 

Mr. Reagan flew later in the day to 
the Presidential retreat at Camp 
David, Md., for the weekened. 

Asked at the news conference if his 
decision to send the American planes 
on their mission was i difficult one, 
Mr. Reagan said: “The opportunity 
was there and I believed that the mis- 
sion was possible. And I didn't think 


in ours. 


©jejNeUrjlorkShv 




j 


^ 1 1 


i — that it wasn’t something that he could '. 

” just give an opinion on itself, any, , 

? more than I could on this if the situa,- < 
jion was reversed. And no, we had full r 
cooperation. - / 

* But now I think if you are finished . 

1 — I know there are many hands and" ~ 
I I’m going to turn them all over to Bud , 

* McFarlane. A *' 

t President’s Nose - 

g Q- Well, can you just talk about 
/ your nose, Mr. President? Forgive 
. us, but what kind of finding the biopsy 
had, what level of cancer. 

A. I thought I answered 'that. There 
were some cancer cells found and 
s now, following, after the examination' 
j following the minor operation, there' 1 ' 

8 is such that, as I say, f can stand be- - 1 

> feta you proudly and say, ‘My nose is V 

j clean,’ - /••/> 

Q. What dp you mean, cancer bells* •’ 
. feund yesterday? Or are you refer*'-' 
ring to the original spot? ,’i »*•»'“ 
‘ A. No, therp were a few found'yes*-’’ 
teiday. This was, as I say, the dbctor ’ 
f - -- felt fliat .there was additional work' J * 
that he needed and wanted to do. 

) Other American Hostages : 

, Q-, Are you concerned that this aci- f 
_ may endanger the other six American ' 
hostages, that the action taken yeSZ v T 

> terday may endanger the other six? 7' “ f 
u i A. I have no way of knowing that, of' \ 

9 what they’re thinking. All I know ist> 
y ; that we are still doing everything we / 

cart, and investigating every channel/? , 

s we can, to try and get back the other/* 
*- six hostages. 

Diagnosis on Nose *v 

3 Q. Can you tell us whether it was *' 
s basal cell or a melanoma, sir, can you , 7 
j. tell us the diagnosis? , t 

A, I heard the term— I’mnot medi. j * 

0 cal, I'm not a lawyer and I’m notb-; 
p medical, either. But I did hear the 

term basal cel]. . 

3 Relations With Egypt v ' 1 

>, q. Are you angry at President, 

1 Mubarak for his conduct in this whole/ , , 

k A. No, as I say, we disagreed but we ' / 
*- have had too firm a relationship bev , 
t tween our two countries, and there’s ,c 
too much at stake with regard to / 
_ peace in the Middle East for us to let a 7 • . 

* single incident of one kind, or a di?V 

' agreement of this kind, color that! , 
relationship. . ^ J 

) Egyptian Statements 

Q. Did he not lie about the whofef I 
matter? Did he not lie about wherer •> 
me ^hijackers were to the Unitedi ' 

A. I have no way of knowing that, or,- i 
knowing what facts he had. . ...j 

Q. Did the Egyptians in any way as- „ 
sist you in this operation? 

A. NO. As I say, we did this all by- 
our little selves. / 

People in Custody . ; o 

Q. Mr. President, are you satisfied J ' 
that all the perpetrators are in custQr ,• 
dy? , ' 

A. I don t think any one of us can an- r 
swer that, we have no way of knowing , ‘ , 
that. We know that the four that were « 
on the ship were the ones that perpe-* 
trated the crime. Very obviously/-, 
they are part of a splinter group from < 
the p.L.O. and have their own goals V- 
and aims, and how many were in- re- 
volved in planning or supporting such' ■ '. 
a mission of this kind we don’t know, 

Calling Klinghoffer 1 

Family V 

Q. Have you called the Klinghoffer? ! 
family yet, sir? * ( ; J 

A. That is what I’m going to the of- .’, 
flee todo and you’re making me late- V * 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. ' ‘ 
q. Of the Palestinians on thait/' 
plane, one of them is said to be one ob • 
the murder experts for the P.L.O.;.' r 
who has organized many raids of this-* . 
type. ,, v“. 

A. All of these things I think will be- ' , 
answered in the investigation leading-’ - 
to prosecution. ' v - ‘ * 

Q. Thank you,. sir/ • //.-*-• 
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The Hijackers’ Fate: A Threat in Beirut 


Caller Says U.S. Will Pay 
If Harm Comes to Hijackers 


By IHSAN 

• ' Special to The ! 

BEIRUT, Lebanon, Oct. 11 — An 
anonymous caller told a Western news 
agency here today that that the United 
States would “pay dearly” if the hi- 
jackers iR Italian custody were 
harmed. , 

The caller, who said he was from the 
Palestine Liberation Front, the group 
linked to the hijacking of the Italian 
cruise liner Achille Lauro. urged the 
Italian Government to free the hijack- 
ers and two other Palestinians who had 
been taken into custody in Sicily with 
the hijackers. The six were on board an 
Egyptian plane that was intercepted 
over the Mediterranean by jet fighters 
of the United States Sixth Fleet and di- 
verted to Italy early today. 

The call was made as many Palestin- 
ians in two districts of southern Beirut 
were showing intense interest in re- 
ports broadcast over the radio about 
what would happen to the six men 
seized aboard the Egyptian aircraft. 

“We do not approve of hijacking 
planes or ships,” a shopkeeper who 
lives in Shatila said, “but the American 
action against our guerrillas has laid 
the United States interests and citizens 
open to retaliation.” 

‘Pledge Has Been Broken* 

The shopkeeper, 45 years old,, who 
called himself Abu Mahmoud, said the 
hijackers had been given a word of 
honor that they would be assured safe 
passage to their destination. “The 
pledge has been broken,” he said, add- 
ing, “All the Palestinians are victims 
of broken promises.” 

In the nearby Sabra district, an 
armed man behind an earthen barri- 
cade was listening to a commentator 
say over the radio that the diversion of 
the Palestinians to Italy “is bound to 
cause more tension not only between 
America and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, but between Egypt and 
Washington as well.” 

The gunman, who said his name was 
Bjlal v said,. “Perhaps this will give 
Egypt and the vest of the Arabs a lesson 
never, to trust America;” 7 

The camps are effectively under the 
control of the Palestine National Salva- 
tion Front, a grouping of six guerrilla 
organizations that are based in Damas- 
cus and oppose the P.L.O. chairman, 
Yasir Arafat. 

One of these organizations is a Leba- 
non-based faction of the Palestine Lib- 
eration Front that is led by Taalat Ya- 
eoub and is allied with Syria. The hi- 
jackers have been reported to have 
links to a rival faction of the Palestine 
Liberation Front — one that is based in 
Tunis,’ is allied with Mr. Arafat, and is 
led by Mohammad Abba?, also known 
as Abu! Abbas. 


A. HIJAZI 


pressure of the Israeli invasion. With 
the exception of those of the Palestine 
Natiional Salvation Front, guerrilla of- 
ficials operate here under a cloak of se- 
crecy. 

“Fighting Israel, and its allies, espe- 
cially America, transcends inter- 
Palestinian differences,” said Ali Wa- 
riyeh, a 14-year-old Palestinian boy 
who said he was studying at the United 
Nations school at Shatila. Asked if he 
would soon be a guerrilla, he said, “All 
Palestinians are commandos.” 

The man who called the Western 
news agency spoke Arabic, and report- 
ers at the agency who took the call said 
the clarity of his voice indicated that 
the call had been made in Beirut. They 
said also that his voice sounded the 
same as that of a man who telephoned 
earlier to take responsibility for the hi- 
jacking of the Achille Lauro on the part 
of the Abul Abbas faction of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Front. 

Denial of Slaying 

The caller was quoted as saying to- 
day, “The United States and its inter- 
ests in the Middle East and around the 


! Backing for Arafat , , , 

Mr. Arafat is known to have wide 
; backing among the estimated 450,000 
. Palestinians in Lebanon, about half of 
whom live in 14 refugee districts in Bei- 
rut and other parts of the country. 

Representatives of the main guer- 
rilla organizations are believed to nave 
.re-established themselves in the Mos- 
lem part of the capital in the three 
years since most Palestinian guerrillas 
were forced to leave the country under 


world will pay dearly if any harm b 
' “ any of the s ' ' ’ 


falls any of the six detainees.’ 

He said the hijacking had not been di- 
rected against civilians and denied that 
any passenger on board the ship had 
been killed, despite the slaying of an 
elderly American from New York, 
Leon Klinghoffer. 

The caller did not identify the six 
.Palestinians who were captured on the 
Egyptian aircraft, but Arab radio sta- 
tions said they included Mr. Abbas and 
a senior aide who is known only as Abu 
Khaled, as well as the four hijackers. 

Detention in- Italy would make Mr. 
Abbas the most senior Palestinian 
guerrilla official ever to be captured by 


foreign country. 

Political analysts here said the ar- 


rest could generate wide anger among 
Palestinians, however unpopular Mr. 
Abbas may be among some Palestin- 
ians and other Arabs. 


" , U.S, Hostages Cited 

A Lebanese editor who did not want 
to be identified said, “We will wake up 
one day and learn that the Palestinians 
had taken Italian or American hos- 
tages and asked to exchange them for 
those seized oh the Egyptian aircraft.” 

The editor added, “I wonder how this 
episode would affect the Americans al- 
ready held hostage.” 

He was alluding to six United States 
citizens who are believed to be held as 
hostages by the shadowy Shiite Mos- 
lem group Islamic Holy War after hav- 
ing disappeared in West Beirut in the 
last two years. Earlier this month, Is- 
lamic Holy War issued a statement to 
the press here saying that it had “exe- 
cute!}” one hostage, William Buckley, 
a political officer at the United States 
Embassy, 

The statement said he had been 
killed to avenge the lives of Palestin- 
ians artd Tunisians who died in the Is- 
raeli air raid that destroyed the P.L.O. 
headquarters in Tunis on Oct, 1. The Is- 
lamic Holy War group accused the 
United States of complicity in the Is- 
raeli attack. 



v*. ^ .v - Associated Press 

SECURITY PRECAUTION: U.S. soldiers inspecting a car at entrance to military airbase in Sigo- 
nella, Sicily, as security was increased there after diversion of plane carrying hijackers. 


Egyptian Airliner Heads for Rome 


By HENRY KAMM 

Special to ft» Ney York Times , 

SIGONELLA, Sicily, Oct. 11 — The Egyptian 
airliner forced by American fighter planes to land at 
this Italian-American air base shortly after last mid- 
night took off tonight, almost 24 hours after it landed, 
bound for Rome, 


viewed at a distance of more than 1,000 feet. It was 
parked in a remote comer of the field, in an area said 
to be restricted to Italian use. 


Aboard were, according to state television, two of- 
ficials of the Palestine Liberation Organization, as 
well as Egyptian diplomats and armed Egyptian se- 
curity agents, all of whom accompanied the four hi- 
jackers of the Italian cruise ship Achille Lauro on 
their flight from Egypt. The Italian Government con- 
siders them important witnesses in its judicial in- 
quiry. 

Unidentified Italian officials at the Sigonella air 
base were reported by state television to have said 
that the hijackers themselves were transferred late 
tonight from military custody on the base to civilian 
judicial authorities. The most likely authority would 


There was no suggestion that anyone but Italian 
officials have had access to the hijackers since the 
American planes forced the Egyptian jetliner down in 
Italy. 


be the investigating magistrate’s office in the nearby 
city of Sira Cusa. 


The carrier-based American fighter planes that 
intercepted the jetliner on its flight from Cairo to its 
supposed destination of Tunis were assumed to have 
returned to the aircraft carrier Saratoga immediately 
on completion of their mission. 

fight Security 

All d?y. tight security and a complete news black- 
out made the air base a place of mystery and rumor, 
for a. constantly increasing flow of reporters and tele- 
vision, teams and ordinary citizens. Italian and Amer- 
ican officials maintained silence on all questions. 

From the yard of a winery on the confines of the 
airfield, about 15 miles from Catania on the east coast 
of Sicily, the white Boeing 737 bearing the red and gold 
stripes of the Egyptian national airline could be 


Until the plane took off shortly after 10 P.M. (5 
P.M. Eastern time), only occasional cars of the Cara- 
binieri, the national police force under military com- 
mand, were seen in its vicinity until it was refueled 
late this afternoon preparatory to takeoff. No passen- 
gers or crew seemed to have remained aboard. 

The American and Italian militaries turned back 
all visitors at the various entrances to the base, and 
military and civilian police blocked roads ringing it, 
allowing no observation of activity inside. 

Members of the Public Information staff of the 
American Forces based here referred all questions to 
the Defense Department, volunteering as the only in- 
formation they were authorized to disclose the tele- 
phone number of the Pentagon’s public affairs office. 
Questioned on the functions and manning of the air 
base, they would disclose no more than that it wa3 a 
naval installation. 

Sigonella is a base under North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization command consisting of separate Amer- 
ican and Italian installations. About 5,000 member of 
the American military, as well as their families, are 
stationed here. More than 1,000 civilian employees pf . 
the Defense Department also work at the base. 

. The heavy American presence is accompanied by 
the rows of car-sales agencies, insurance offices, Mov- 
ing companies and places of entertainment with 
American names and signs in Engljsh that mark the 
surroundings of American bases in Europe and Asia. 

It has conferred a smattering of English on Catania’s 
shopkeepers and taxi drivers. 


BOMB KILLS LEADER 
OF U.S. ARAB GROUP 


Seven Injured in Explosion at 
Offices on West Coast — : 
J.D.L. Praises Action 


SANTA ANA, Calif. , Oct. 11 (UPI) — 

A bomb demolished the offices of the 
Arab-American Anti-Discrimination 
Committee today, killing the organiza- 
tion’s regional executive director and 
injuring seven other people. 

The explosion, at 9 A.M., blew out 
windows on the second story of the 
three-floor office building, scattering 
glass on the sidewalk and in the street, 
Fire Chief William Reimer said. 

Alex Odeh, regional director of the 
Arab group, died in surgery about 11:30 
A.M. at Western Medical Center. Mr. 
Odeh, a resident of Orange, was 37 
years old. The seven people who were 
injured were treated ana released. 

f'o one claimed responsibility for the 
bombing. 

The Arab-American committee is a 
Washingtpn-based organization. ■ 
founded in 1980 to combat racial stereo- * 
types that Americans of Arab descent 1 
say have led to discrimination against 
them. 

Threats Termed Not Uncommon , 
Joseph Haiek, publisher of the Glen- 
dale-based New Circle magazine, 
which specializes in Arab-American af- 
fairs, said it was not uncommon for the 
organization to receive threat?. 

“You have people that don’t want 
other? to talk and they threaten them,” - 
he said. , . ' ,* 

The Jewish Defense League, often at 
odds with the group, denied responsi- 
bility for the bombing but praised the 
action. ' 

Irv Rubin, chairman of the J.D.L. , 
said Mr. Odeh had been interviewed on 
television about the slaying Tuesday of 
Leon klinghoffer, a 69-year-old tourist 
from New York City who was held hos- 
tage aboard the hijacked ship Achille 
Lauro in the Mediterranean. Israel has 
linked the hijacking to the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. 

“Odeh appeared on television to 
whitewash the P.L.O. murder of Kling- 
hoffer,” Mr. Rubin said. “No Jew or 
American should shed one tear for the 
destruction of a P.L.O. front in Santa 
Ana or anywhere else in the world.” 

Adjacent Buildings Evacuated 
The police evacuated buildings on 
both sides of the office building that 
was bombed, and r demolition experts 
searched for more bombs. 


"Agents from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and the Bureau of Alco- 
hol, Tobacco and Firearms were inves- 
tigating the explosion^ said John Hoos, 
an F.B.I. spokesmans ..Jf, 

Dino Tunoa; a carpenter*.wprkirig hr - 
the building next doorsaidhe heard the r 
blast and ran into the building |6 Help fi r 
'the victims.' , , h 1 Qj . 7 f ji* jj t 


‘,‘ Wben I, rah ..upstairs, the, whole 
” Mr. Tunoa""*'* 


place was, tom apjut,’ ’ Mr. 1 
“Whenj I Iooked[at it, I realized tljere/.’* 
was arij explosion and we qtarted get- 
ting everyone out.” , '> / ' 


Italy. More Likely Than U.S. to Try Suspects in Hijacking of Cruise Vessel 


By STUART TAYLOR Jr. 

Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 11 — Officials 
here and in Italy said today that the 
, four hijackers who apparently killed an 
Ameqcan hostage on an Italian cruise 
ship would most likely be tried in Italy, 
rather than the United States. 

Later today, two Administration offi- 
cials and another source said a major 
' issue for both countries in dealing with 
the matter was what would be done 
with two Palestinians who were on the 
' plane taken to Italy along with the four 
hijackers. 

, One of the two is reported to be Abul 
Abbas; a top official of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization who heads 


faction of the Palestine Liberation 
Front that supports Yasir Arafat, the 
P.L.O. leader. The Israeli Army radio 
identified the other as Hani al-Hassan, 
a senior aide to Mr. Arafat, but that re-’ 
port was disputed and could not be con- 
firmed/ ’ ) 

United States officials suspect that 
the hijackers who boarded the ship 
were' acting under Abul Abbas’s or- 
ders, although their original mission 
was not to hijack the ship but to disem- 
bark in Israel and carry out a terrorist 
attack there. 

: Italy’s Foreign Minister was re- 
ported to have said today that the two 
would probably be released- Officials 


here were discussing whether to seek . 
extradition of Abul Abbas arid, the other 
man, along with the four hijackers, and 
how strongly to urge Italy to hold them 
for questioning. > ' 

“We are prepared to try to convince 
them that there is enough evidence giv- 
ing a pretty good indication tliat he had 
a role that would justify holding him,” 
one Justice Department official said of 
Abul Abbas. 

Another official said “the real ques- 
tion here is whether we put a full court 
press on Italy to extradite them." This 
official said there was some concern 
that the Italians, who have been on 
friendly terms with the P.L.O., might 
not aggressively pursue evidence im- 
plicating an official so close to Mr. Ara- 

But more senior Justice Department 
officials said they had a good working 
relationship with and confidence in] 
Italian authorities. 


Pressure From Egypt 
The situation was complicated by the I 
fact that while the Egyptian plane and 
the two Palestinians who accompanied 
thd hijackers were still in Italy today, 
.the hijacked ship was still in Egypt, 
and as one official put it “Egypt is ap- 
parently putting on a lot of pressure” 1 
for release of the two Palestinians. 
“We frankly don’t care much what' 


happens to the plane or to one of the two 
individuals,” the official said, “but we 
care very much about the other,’’ Abul 
Abbas. Government lawyers were said 
to be concerned, however, about 
whether the evidence implicating Abul 
Abbas in crimes by the hijackers was 
solid enough to support criminal 
charges ana an extradition request. 

President Reagan said the four hi- 
jackers “could be tried in both coun- 
tries” and he and other officials said 
they would press for extradition of the 
hijackers from Italy, which now holds 
them. But Mr. Reagan added that 
“what we want is justice done.” 


He left the implication, confirmed by 
other officials including the White 
House spokesman, Larry Speakes, that 
the United States would not object if 
Italy tries them first. 

Obstacles to Extradition 
Italian officials said today that they 
'wanted to prosecute the hijackers and 
were unlikely to extradite, them. Gov- 
ernment lawyers here said there would 
be legal obstacles to obtaining extradi- 
tion, especially after a trial m Italy. 


One obstacle is a provision in the ex- 
tradition treaty between the two coun- 
tries that would bar Italy from extra- 


diting the hijackers after they had been 
convicted or acquitted in Italy “for the 


same acts for which extradition is re- 
quested.” 

Government lawyers said it was un- 
clear whether this provision would 
leave room for Italy to try the hijack- 
erS for piracy and murder, for exam- 
ple, ahd then extradite them to the 
United States for trial on the separate 
charge of hostage-taking. 

A statement issued by the Justice De- 
partment said: “Whether the suspects 
will eventually be tried in the United 1 
States, or in Italy, or sequentially in 
both countries will depend on legal 
matters that are yet to be resolved. At 
this point, all options are being pre-' 
served.” 

Charges in Italy 


The prosecutor’s office in Genoa, 
Italy, where the ship began its cruise, 
charged four Palestinians today with 
murder, kidnappinbg, hijacking the 
ship and possession of arms and explo- 
sives, according to news reports from 
Genoa. , 


Mr. Speakes said this morning that 
an extradition request would be filed 
with the Italians “in the next several 
hours.” But a Justice Department offi- 
cial said this afternoon that the neces- 
sary groundwork, including gathering 
of evidence, probably could not be com- 
pleted today. 


If the United States could obtain cus- 
tody of the hijackers and any accom- 
plices, the department said, they could 
be prosecuted under a 1984 law that 
provides a maximujn penalty of life 
imprisonment for taking a United 
States national hostage anywhere in 
the world; 

Under international law, an Italian 
ship is Italian territory for purposes of 
criminal jurisdiction. The United 
States acknowledges this but claims to 
have “dual jurisdiction” over the 
crime because Americans were taken 
hostage in violation of the 1984 law. 

“Both the case law of the United 
States and longstanding principles of 
international law permit a> sovereign 
nation to extend the reach of its cririji- j 
nal laws beyond its territorial borders 
to protect its recognized national inter- 
ests,” the Justice Department state- 
ment said. 


But contrary to statements by Presi- 
dent Reagan Thursday and today that 
the hijackers could be tried here for the 
murder of Leon Klinghoffer of New 
York, department officials said there is 
ho law providing for prosecution for the 
murder of an American on a foreign 
ship. ■ - 


And, contrary to a statement by Mr. 
Reagan Thursday that the hijackers 
would face “capital punishment” here, 


officials said the Federal death penalty 
law is limited to killings aboard hi- 


Thus, officials said, the fact that Ital- 
ian law and the extradition treaty 
would bar extradition to the United 
States of a defendant who might face 
execution here is irrelevant to the case. 

U.S. Team Heads for Sicily 
One department official said that a 
Criminal Division lawyer, Kurt W, 
Muellenberg, and a team of Federal 
Bureau of Investigation agents were 
headed for Sicily to do some of the in- 
vestigative work necessary to support 
a formal extradition request. 

He said he could not be sure how soon 
such a formal request, which must be 
supporfed by a criminal complaint and 
evidence to establish the identities of 
the hostage-takers'and other key facts, 
could be ready. United States officials 
have urged Italy’s Government infor- 
mally to extradite the hijackers. 


Aside from the law against hostage- 
taking, the Justice Department said, 
“other possible offenses under consid- 
eration include piracy under the law of 
nations” and conspiracy to commit a 
Federal crime. The penalty for piracy 
is life imprisonment, and that for con- 
spiracy is five years. ~ - 



Standoff Reported Between Italy and Egypt on P.L.O. Escorts 


v ■ - Associated 

HELD IN SICILY: Mohammed 
Abbas, head of the Palestine 
Liberation Front, V which has 
been tied to hijacking, 


, By BERNARD.GWERTZMAN 

Special to The New York Times ^ ; 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 1} — Reagan 
Administration officials said today mat 
an angry standoff had taken place at 
the Sicily air base between Italian and 
Egyptian officials over the fate of two 
senior Palestinian representatives who 
had . accompanied tne four hijackers 
out of Egypt. 

This new complication developed 
■ after United States officials reluctantly 
agreed that the four hijackers would 
probably be tried in Italy for their act | 
of piracy and the killing of an Amer- 
ican tourist. In Washington, Justice 
Department officials were examining 
methods of seeking the extradition of 
the two Palestinians being held with 
the Egyptian plane. 

.' According to the officials, one of the 
two is Mohammed Abbas, also known 
as Abul Abbas, the head of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Front friction that 


ried out the hijacking on Monday of the 
Italian cruise ship, the Achille Lauro. 
The other is an unnamed Palestine Lib- 
eration Organization official. 

With the United States urging the 
Italians to investigate the two Palestin- 
ians to see if they, too, should be 
charged for hijacking and other 
crimes, the Egyptians were insisting 
that the two Palestinian representa- 
tives were their guests and should be 
immune from investigation. 

Ship in Port Said 

There were indications late today 
from Congressional sources that the 
Italians were preparing to let the 
Egyptian plane and the two Palestinian 
officials return to Egypt on Saturday. 
One reason for this is that the Egyp- 
tians today refused to let the Achille 
Lauro-leave Port Said, and' there was 
speculation it was being held hostage 
for the Egyptian plane with the two 
Palestinians. r . > 


When the United States Navy F-14 
jets forced the Egyptian Government 
Boeing 735 to divert from its course to 
Tunis and land in Sicily at the Sigonella 
air base, the United States did not know 
that the two Palestinian officials were 
aboard, the Administration officials 
said. 

This added a new complication. 
Earlier, the United States had agreed 
reluctantly to allow the’ltalians to take 
the lead in prosecuting the. hijackers. 
But when Washington learned that Mr, 
Abbas was aboard the Egyptian plane, 
it urged the Italians to make an effort 
to detain the two Palestinians to see if 
they should be charged, too. 


Justice Department officials " said 
that they were urgently examining the 
possibility of trying to extradite Mr. 
Abbas,. who is accused of mastermind- 
ing many terrorist acts in Israel, as 
well directing the seizure of the Achille 
Lauro, in which Leon Klinghoffer, a 69- 


When the Egyptian plane landed 
Thursday night, the Egyptian officials 
aboard the 735 agreed to turn over the 
four hijackers to the Italian authori- 
ties, but refused to submit the two 
Palestinian officials to interrogation. 
As a result, the two Palestinians and 
the Egyptians remained on the plane 
throughout the night into today in what 
amounted to a standpff, the officials 
said. . 

r There were reports late today that 
the Egyptian plane was flying to Rome. 

The whole affair is threatening to 
erupt into another divisive issue be- 
tween the United States and both Italy 
and Egypt. 


The United States has urged the Ital- 
ians to undertake a thorough investiga- 
tion of the two Palestinians to see if 
they, along . with the four hijackers, 
should' be prosecuted, State Depart- 


ment officials said. 

But the Italians, who found them- 
selves suddenly with the hijackers arid 
the two Palestinian representatives, 
have not seemed enthusiastic about de- 
taining the latter two, American offi- 
cials said. 

The Original Plan 

In discussing the interception. Ad- 
ministration officials said that the 
original plan was for the four hijackers 
to be transported almost -immediately 
from Italy to the United States to stand 
trial here. , 

They said: that a United States Air 
Force transport was at the Sigonella' 
air base in Sicily ready to take the gun- 
men. 

But Prime Minister Bettino Craxi, in 
subsequent discussions with President 
Reagan and other American officials, 
insisted that Italy should deal with the 
hijackers since the crimes occurred on 
an Italian ship. ^ 


I I 
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fcpi'esi^ienfs News Conference on Foreign and domestic Issues 


Following is a transcript of President Reagan's news conference last night 
in. Washington, as recorded by The New York Times: 

GtU'i OPENING STATEMENT 

,v Good evening, ladies and gentle- ward protectionism will be a one-way 
men, please be seated. I have a state- trip to economic disaster, 
ment here. We’ve been pleased to see That’s the lesson of the Smoot-Haw- 
mounting evidence of new strength in ley tariff in 1930, which helped to trig- 
our economy. By following policies of ger a worldwide trade war that 
' lower taxes, and free and fair trade, spread, deepened and prolonged the 
■ America has led the world with 33 worst depression in history. And I 
’ straight months of growth, and more know, I lived through that period. I 
rO ,-i ) ban ® million new jobs. Inflation has have seen and felt the agony this na- 
.> i been held under 4 percent. And mean- tion endured because of that dreadful 
,s ; while, nations, clinging to high taxes legislation. 

* an ,d protectionist policies have not If we repeat that same mistake, 
•>it „ onJ y feiled to match our perform- we’ll pay a price again. Americans 
, ance, they ve lost jobs and seen their whose jobs depend upon exports of 
investment flow to the United States.^ machinery, commercial, aircraft. 
,»i, ; Opportunity is our. engine of high-tech electronics, and chemical 
-,i.> . progress. So I’m asking Congress to products could well be the first tar- 
’o , j worlc with me and not against me to gets of retaliation. Agriculture, an in- 
j ^control Federal spending; to pass our dustry already in great difficulty, 
fait share tax plan lowering rates fur- would be even more vulnerable. Pro- 
U P closed markets over- tectionist tariffs would invite retalia- 
i and urge other nations to cui tioh that could enliven — or deliver, I 
, i *’ig^ tax rates to strengthen shouldsay— an economic death blow 
/meir economies and ability to buy toliterally tens of thousands of Amer- 
J . American products. , , ican family farms. 

.j% ,i. We need stronger growth not just at We have begun doing many good 
J home, hut throughout the world ; and things for America these last four and 
-.r . i w f must have free and fair trade for a half years. Much remains to be 
So . / all- This is the path of cooperation and done, and can be done. So let us nof 


success that will make our pe< 
] more productive, and that can fea 
£ .a decade of growth and 10 million i 
X jobs in the next; four years. 


dace all that progress, all our hopes 
or the future at risk, by starting 
town a. slippery slope of impulsive 
icts and imprudent judgment. This is 


But there is another path that can a time for cool heads and clear vision, 

only lead away from opportunity and ; And now, my vision says that { 
. progress. A mindless stampede tor should call 



you plan to appoint a special envoy to q. B ut sir, isn’t it fair to assume 
Uie region as you have in Central mat the Russians out of their own 
America? sense of military security are bound 

A. I think that when you’re standing to consider the possibility that weap- 
up against a cellophane wall and ons developed under S.D.I. could be 
you re getting shot at from both sides, used offensively as well as Jefensive- 


Ana ii u naa an come irom one airec- a. I’m not a scientist enough to 
tion I would have looked again and know what they would take to make 
said well, did I miss something here, them that way.-That isn’t what we’re 
But the very fact that both factions researching on or what we’re trying 
are unhappy - one says it goes, too t o accomplish. And at the moment I 
far and the other one says it doesn t have to say the United States, in spite 
go far enough - 1 must be pretty near 0 f some of th^misinformat on that 
the middle. And, what I tried to do has been spread around, the United 
was to avoid the kind of sanctions, states is still Well behind the Soviet 
economic sanctions, that would have union in literary every kind of offen- 
militated against the people we’re sive weapon, and both conventional in 
trying to help and there have been the strategic weapons. And we think 
other leaders over there and leaders that we have enough of deterrent, 
against apartheid who have been however, that the retaliation would be 
gratified by what we did. So, we 11 see more than anyone would want to ac- 
what happens there., cept , 

I’ve got to call on somebody in a red So ‘ f or 40 years we’ve maintained 
dress here or Nancy will never for- the peace. But we’ve got more years 


give me. to go and this threat hangs over ail of 

A Deficit Nation us worldwide and some day there 

may come along a madman in the 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President, world someplace — everybody knows 


you’re looking well and I’m sure the how to mak 

American people are happy to see you could make ^ , , 

looking so well. But I have a question, it’s like when wejriet inV925 after the 
For the first time in 70 years we horror of World War I and in Geneva 
have become a deficit nation, since decided against poison gas anymore 
1914. Does this disturb you? Through- as a weapon in war. And we went 
but your political life you had to cry through World War II and down to the 
deficit spending and our secondary defeat of our enemies without anyone 
posture in the world of trade. Do you using them because they knew that 
have a solution for this? everyone had it. But they also knew 


A. You used the word deficit — you something else. We outlawed’ pqison 
mean our trade imbalance. gas in 1925 but every t>ody kept their 

Q. Yes. The fact that we have be- gas mask. I think of this weapon as 
come a debtor nation for the first kind of a gas mask 
time since 1914. r 

A. Are we? I think this false im- Meeting ] 

pres® ion is being given that a trade 
imbalance means debtor nation. This Q- Mr - President 


Meeting Marxist ,lj 

Q. Mr. President, this week you’ll 


; QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Nuclear Arms Talks ' priority with us. Yes, there’s no ques- 
r nmclyur/irnls lalKS tion about the seriousness of this, and 

Q, Mr. President, as you head to- the need to find an answer. 

> ward the summit, one of the big ques- Q- If I could follow up, sir. The 

" tions is whether you would be willing scientist who talked about this, who ' - — « ^ — ... 

' lid explore the possibility of a trade-off • does work for the Government is in united p res $ international These are the people of our country, allies to cut off the crimes of infiltra- 

. ' on Army base weapons for big cuts in the National Cancer institute, he was PREPARATIONS FOR PRESIDENT’S VISIT; Joggers running past the and the businesses and the corpora- tion of the African National Congress 
the Soviet arbenal, and I’d like to fo> . referring to your program and the in- Statehouse in Concord, N.H., yesterday as workers hung a huge flag from t5onsr •»* the individual entrepre- t0 South Africa. What is the quid pro 


isn’t our Government that is expend- be meeting with President Machel of 
ing more than it is — for imports — Mozambique, who is a Marxist, but 
than it is getting back in exports, he has turned his back on his Soviet 
These are the people of our country, a ,'hes to cut off the crimes of infiltra- 


low up, I crease thajt you propose, as being not 

I A, Helen, no this is< we’re talking l nearly enough at this stage to go fof- 
abbut the Strategic defense Initiative - ward and really attack the problem, 
now. I’rh Sorry (hat anyone ever used A, l think with our budgetary re- 


referring to your program and the in- Statehouse in Concord, N.H., yesterday as workers hung a huge flag from t5onsr 
crease thajt you propose, as being not the building. President Reagan is to visit the city today and speak from plat- ne0rs • 
nearly enough at this stage to go for- form, behind truck, set up in front of the State House steps. ; 0l l ( 

ward and reallv attack the Droblem. > \ ™ are bi 


hits. quo in this meeting? to other words. 

On ope hand, the American people what will you do to make President 


'!■ how, I’rh Sorry (pat anyone ever used ; .At I t! 
, the appellation “Star Wars” for it, be. straints 

: cause it isn’t that. It is purely to see if *126 mil 
, we can find a defensive weapon so search 1 
; ' that we can get rid of the idea that our vitaI cor 
deterrence should be the threat of re- 
taliation, whether from the Russians H 

toward us pr us toward them, of the 
- slaughter of millions of people by way 
of nuclear weapons. Q 

. And, rather than that kind of he- whv ha<i 


A, 1 think with our budgetary re- 
straints and all it seems to me that 
$126 million in a single year for re- 


search has got to be .something of a *. or a discussion — thatwe would n 


has registered with our allies, and spots. Thej 
. I'm not going to take it seriously at anything tl 


Hopes for Summit 
Meeting 

Q. Mr. President — excuse me - 


are buying more than the American Machel’s action worth' what it is prob- 
people are selling, incidentally, those ab *y costing? ? • 

figures of export and import have A. All 1 know is that for some time 
some failings in them, some weak now tbere has been art indication. that 
spots. They don’t include, on exports, he, who had gone so far over fa the 
anything that we’re getting back for other camp, was having second 
services. There are a tot of technical thoughts. We just think it’s' worth- 


As I said earlier we have presented all, He can practice whatever tactics services. There are a lot of technical thoughts. We just think it’s' worth- 

at least six different ways m which he wants to. We’re going to meet, and things that I won’t get into, because while w sh ow him another side of the 

that could be done and yre have made we’re seriously going to discuss the they get too complicated here about coin > and we think it’# worth \ try to 

it plain that we are willing to meet matters that I just mentioned here, the difference in the two figures let him see what our system is and see 

whatever are their specific problems Q. Mr. President, if I could follow But let me point something out that he might be welcome in the tyest- 
. with regard to their mix of weapons, up, actually, on Helen’s question, about this. The deficit that I’m con- em world; and that’s why 1’m meet- 


gotiation, I think at this summit ^ II® v ^ Id find ways t0 accommol You’re known as a pretty good nego- cemed about, that is the most impor- in 8 with him. I know f should go here 

^ bat ^. e should take up is the 1. whatwilil^mi^atthe^Smitmee^ IS W.&J^**'**** prob!?m . ; * ! , 


S 8 of turtong- toward defensive r ' what f 11 ha PP® n at th ! strategies and so far they have not even if you were willing to r 

• weafwis°a3 analternative to this iust K “J 8 whe ? T T ou Wlth Mr ' < J )rba - made a single comment or proposed a on S.D.I. you wouldn’t tell 

• » chev m November, even as the Soviet different number. Thev have ins* vnn’H w»it f„r r.onov, a™.,. 


if you were willing to negotiate for us and that must be solved is the, 


? Urflonhas tasSt^'that 


deficit in Federal spending. Here oi 


n as the Soviet different number. They have just you’d wait for Geneva. Are you telling domestic spending. This is the threat 

f ~ side saying we can blow up the other. ! ' been there. And I don’t know how ' the American people tonight that you to everything we hold dear. 1 Q. Mr. President^ J i d Me to tuiii it 

! ' And this, I would hope, that if such a ; S ld -, 1 c? P<> ^ an ^ macb more flexible we can be, b^t are ruling out any deal with the Sovi- . But the trade imbalance. From I might, to the subjeef of a recehf s’dv 

( weapon proves practical, that then ^ attons ^id l^like to follow uo wpituh^fnu'mh^f etS f l " 3 on testing, deploy- 1890, 1790 to 1873, this country, all that scandal and ask you I twtpTrt que^ 

• we can realistically eliminate these Pfo tatl ons. And I d like to follow up, well that number s wrong, let s try ment, research, development of 85 years, ran a trade imbalance. And tion. Do the string ot West German 

X'Xborribie offensive weajtoiis, nuclear - ^ Well it worriea me a iittiP hit ^ /' ' ' fn those years we were becoming the defections mean that the United 

- weapons, entirely. - that thev of tbei f °w n . an d in s Pf te of the lan- A. I m saying that the research to great economic power that we are in States must cut back the amount of 

; ‘ And I also have to point out that raise eKtattoM^ w see if such a weapon is feasible is not the world todays , /. sensitive information it shares with 

with regard to whether that wotod be 1 rece “ t . 1 7 ^ It’s going to .. Now,, we come up to the present, NATO? And, secondly, does the 

a Bargaining chip, which I don’t see it S®? 9^*. T 1 V& bas coma of }“ continue. That would one day Sivolve, an<f in the last 33 montha^we have Walker spy scandal in the United 

i’ll h# that’ at all, is the fact that the a? 1, k* , . proposals, nothing of that kind has if it reaches that point, testing. On the seen more than eight million new jobs States suggest to vbu that Derhans we 

Soviet Union is already ahead of us in Uons < S ' '° ** ^ t0t negotia * 1 st °P ^ °*i depI °i(' W ®’ V9 Iost sinc8 ^ should r ^ ce *9 Sq$* ^eseqee in 

this same kind of research. Thev have but we were w;opi«l Uia,t therq might tjqns- Sam. ment, because as I said then, I’m will- 1.6 million lobs m manufacturins. But this countrv? 4 ■* 


Spy Scandals 


b Mr. President, J’d Me to tuiji, if 


- with regard to whether that would be 

- a bargaining chip, which I don’t see it 
' as that at all, is the fact that the 

Soviet Union is already ahead of us in 


3 last 33 months, we have Walker spy scandal in the United' 
than eight million new jobs States suggest to you that perhaps we 
fes, we’ve Iost since 1979, should reduce the Soviet presence in 


this same kind of research. They have build uii k • w' * 'a- a 'a ment, because as I said then, I m will- 1.6 million jobs in manufacturing. But this country? 

been doing it much longer than us, ; $ Wri _ President, we did conduct an mg [to talk to our allies, talk to them ; we’ve added nine million new jobs in A Well, we 

3 ’ would be expecting something of a antisatelhte weapons test the other and talk to the Soviets, to anyone, travel and service industries. -TA- lA.C 


seeking a defensive weapon also. 


Q. You’re really saying^ then, that SS* da y> ^d ^ So ^ iet ® sa id tbat that abbut the meaxiing of it if it could be We’ve had tSs grdat recovery, ediy more ag^Win 

m are not willing to negotiate and Si* sho 7/ ed T® u were not senous about used in such a way as to rid the world We’ve brought inflation down; the in- any personnel that w I had in theirs, 

at you really want a telt check to curb »?i 8 H l pace rac ? ^ ^ at ‘ Pucleer threat. terest rate's coming down. All of Thls^a bbeil W^ituch ol our 


you are not willing to negotiate and 
m 1 that you really want a test check to 
fr- see if it’3 practical. But aren’t you 
- really paving the way toward a mili- 
•f * tarization of the heavens because the 
' - Soviets are bound to build a weapon 
tn- offensive to counter the Star Wars? 


ously, and we’re going to try to get complicated the summit. Why was it Q. Are you ruling ov 
into real discussions that We would necessary to make that test now? ing or development? 
hope covdd lead to a change in the Couldn’t it have waited until after the n c,v 
relationship between the two coun- summit, sir? . , bir, aeveiopm< 


’ Uie nuclear threat. terest rate's coming down. All ot This has been very much oil our 

Q. Are you ruling out a deal on test- these things that we want. This re- minds. I don’t know just how yo| can 

ig or development? covery, the greatest one we’ve known evaluate what might laye been com- 

Q. Sir, development or testing, ; * n decades, has been done with this promised. The Walket case sornghow 


‘tween the wo coun “ « ave waiiea a «er tne q. Sir, development or testing, ^ decades, has been done with this promi 

.tween the two coun- summit, sir? you’re ruling out a deal on that? same trade imbalance. doesn 

11 Uarn m inbb ka-h No> } don ,- t t ^ ulk s0 * b f causa 1 You’re ruling out a deal on testing or Now, in the 1930’s, in that depres- short 
1 lea ™ 1° saW* playing catch-up we’re development? 8 sion that I mentioned earlier in my seen h 

a A I §fink that’s a legitimate part of ^™ a ^ s *J",! bat d ?P r es s ion 25 per- I thinl 


A No the strategic defense that ?* ot tbat we ’V ’ earn to love each, said, we’re playing catch-up, we’re 

we’re seetoa is somethin that cM otber j we won t - But a . .change in behind, and this was on the schedule 

- just as af antiaricraft 8 iMi 0 nce whlc ^, w0 can remo , ve tlua threat of that we hoped that we could keep with 

could Drotect vou alatost to^bers possible war or nuclear attack from regard to the development of thi 

could b ? twe u en u3 ' ^d that we can recog- weapon, and it wasn't done either & 

weabons the mfssflls ^id it doesn’t mze tha ,‘ '? hlle J w0 *» * like thei »' s/ 3 " cause of or with the summit in mini 

mean no neloriarion at all P tem and they don’t like ours, we have atall. It was simply time for the test 

M a matto r of fact the side that t0 Uve ia . the ™ rld t0 8 etber - And that They’ve been doing it and we didn’ 

in Geneva and the arm! talks, istfl ab9Ut that ; . , Gorbachev as Friend 

Soviet Union. We have offered at least Q. Sir, that implies that you think . . ... 


which we can remove this threat of that we' hoped that we could keep with research Md^es 3 fwoS^iXthat 
possible war or nuclear attack from regard to the development of this • ^ fdon?thi^anv^l^t mtod 
between us. And that we can recog- weapon, and it wasn’t done either be- 1 ? j 

nize that while we don’t like their sys- cause of or with the summit in mind S vou said w^a ’s Jotoa to 

tem and they don’t like ours, we have at all. It was simply time for the test. vStrete^ to neaotfarion^ut to 
to hve m the world together. And that Thev've been doina it and wa didn’t your strategy in negotiations. But in 


doesn’t seem to look as big as if hid a 
short time ago now w|th wb a t ’fe’ve 
seen happening in the other countries . 


remarks, to that depression 25 per- I think that if there if-S if there has 
cent unemployment, the worst de- been damage, it’s be^i fione already 
pression the world has ever known, with what they cpuld hive conveyed 
we had a trade surplus every one of both ways. And, you know, England 
those 10 years until World War II at the same time has gbt’ the defectors 


n: our months and months of meetings 
if’ in Geneva and the arms talks, is the 
Soviet Union. We have offered at least 


versions of a possible reduction that you will be able to reach some Q- sir, British out of the world. 

, , .. . ... . cftrt nf .4, Prime Mimsfpr M amarpt That phpr 


your strategy in negotiations. But in e n ded the depression. from the K.G.B. that h4ve npw come 

this, this is too important to the world . So 1 this has been exaggerat- to them with infortnarion thafccer- 
to have us be willing to trade that off ed, and it isn’t a case of us being a tainly must make aj Ipt of agents 
for a different number of nuclear mis- debtor nation. Another thing we don’t throughout the wprla wonder when 
siles when there are already more count is that from abroad that is not they’re going to feel 4 tap on their 
than enough to blow both countries counted in our export figures are the shoulder. And we just,have tef play 


and six different ways to enlist their 
interest in negotiating with us to a re- 
fr ' duction of warheads. They have come 

- - bsick with nothing. They simply won’t 
- 5, '‘ discuss it or negotiate. 

- s But the original idea of weapons in 
space dealt with the thought that in 

' addition to the present missiles that 


sort of agreement. Can you reach Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
agreement or do you think that this met Mr. Gorbachev and said, “I like 
will be used mainly to get acquaint- Mr. Gorbachev, we can do business 
ed? ‘ together.” Is it necessary, do you 

A. No, this has got to be more than think, that you and Gorbachev like 
get-acquainted although that’s im- eacl1 other at the summit in order to 
portant too. As you know I’ve said be- do business? 
fore I believe that you start solving A - Well, I wasn’t going to give him a 


billions of dollars of foreign capital with this the best w 4 $: 
that has been invested in the United that together and betwje 
r States, invested in our private indus- can establish some moans of idej{tify- 


addition to the present missiles that tor ® / Delie ^ e tnal y° u sta “ solving give mm a Yet members of your own party in 

we have, that somebody would place problems when you stop talking about friendship nng or anything. No, serf- congress have failed to follow your 
wKims ci that irt h-kS each other and start talkina to each ously, I believe this — I think she 


c weapons of that kind in orbit, in 

» space, with the ability to call them 
down on any target, wherever they 

- wanted' to in the world, and we 
agreed. This isn’t anything of what 
we’re talking about. We’re talking 

- about a weapon that won’t kill people. 
It’ll kill weapons. 

? * And, as I say, they have been ex- 
ploring this, but there’s a great deal 

- of room for negotiation. The room 
would be if and when such a weapon 


Difference* hfiOP - States, invested in our private indus- can establish some m|ahsof identify- 
D uerentesuuj.U.r. try, invested in our government ing better those who are loyal * 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You h°uds, if you will — things of this kind Q. Could I follow up‘o'n that and ask 
von re-election in an unprecedented T~ we are the best and safest again the first part of the question ; 

andslide and your personal popu- investment in the world today. that is, whether you feel, that ijow, 

arity is standing at an all-time high. » lna , ^ . ' given these defections in West Ger- 

fet members of your own party in ‘“1/3 111 oCnOOl rriany, that perhaps it’s time for us to 

tongress have failed to follow your q Mr President returning to r ®" evaIuate i ust hpw miich' infqgna- 


® acb ^ b ®^ at the summit in order to landslide and your personal popu- investment in the world today. 

■ Af^asn’tgotogtogivehima S^ntoTre of ftu? oS pa^fn AIDSinSchod 

friendship ring or anything. No, serf- ron/rp®® havu failwi m fmiL Pi- 
ously, 1 believe this — I think she iSdm shlo^n two k^ President, returning i 


each other and start talking to each ously, 1 believe this — I think she leadershto on two kev rxilirifX wh President, returning to, tion e h J e ith SO me of allie<r 

other. And I think it’s high time that made an observation out of this and Africa and trade How ^ vou account somethin 8 that Mike said, if you had Eur ® 0 lth s ome otalhe^ 

we talk to each other. * it’s probably - and our own people youn ger children, would you send ' ^ there’sj^^- 


Antisatellite Arms 


K'sss.rrk's 


1 ^o<y r ow np ,„ yMM ™ w , 


.ruy ana me willingness oi tne mem- AIDS? 

; r ! ° s f y? ur 0Wn Party t0 f ° ll0W y ° Ur A- i’® glad I’m not faced with that 
A Well i don’t think that that’a problem today, and I can well under- 
mal You’r^deS ^wl h^a r E f tand ^ , the par ? nts . and 


Textiles and Trade 


deployment, to sit down with the 
other nations of the world and say, 


showSl^the'soviet Union S that we ing to recognize that for the good of ^hollsTh^&own^ ^deas^S c . om ^ Ssion ’ as 1 think we a11 do ’ for ca^y fofamtotoe^membets T&n 

could do it. Would this not be an ideal the People we represent, on this side W Are aettfna !lona^ nrettv well I 11 ® child . that has this .and doesn’t gress who suDoort tha^allWx' 

time to stop further ASAT tests and of the ocean and over there, that n 0W Ami we We 1i ad meTtinss on ^ l ngw can ‘ ha l® il explained to '§K 

negotate a ban on such weapons. everyone will be better off if we can ^ of^hesesuhieefs^ ivlmad! mv ’ 61111 wh / some how he is now an out- tfsadhereiKeto frel trad^ 


does prove feasible, then, prior to anv negotate a ban on such weapons. everyone will he better off if we can most of these subjects I’va made mv . wh / soineh o w ha is now an out- that 
deployment, to sit down with the A. Well here again, this is going to c»me to some decisions about the position clear on the matters that you hfartta^ff^art^rtk^? 001 ^ 0 Wlt6 and 


•-'don’t see it as beihg something that 
we would add to our arsenal to in- 
J crease our ability over them. I see it 
1 as the time then that you could say, 
» “Isn’t this the answer to any of us 
1 having nuclear weapons?” 

AIDS Research 

/ Q. Mr. President, the nation’s best- 


, a- weinere again, uns is gouigto = ™ position clear on the matters that yoG his ’ Dtovmate, and our al l ies ’ adherencp tp unfair 

, w taka a lot of verification if you r© threat oi war. mentioned trade arui Africa tus playmates ann scnoolniates. trade Dfactices ha nor onto rn^t 1 th» 

isn’t this an answer?” I S^ing to try to do that because here We re the only two nations in the ^ a n as a ma tt er Q f f ac t t ‘ the other hand I can understand j 0 ^ g 0 f 3Q0 qaq workers since 1980 but 
.isnttms an answer? I we were playing catch-up. They world, I believe, that can start a bought tffi our ^otfstoe the Reoubl the Problem of the parents. It is tree ^X7es here^closelo^ 

already have deployed an antisatel- world war, and we’re the only two Deans rallied around Drettv well l i? at a? 1110 medical sources had said even t fj e newes f most efficient Dlants 

lite missile. They cah knock down and that can prevent it. And I think that’s when on! of toe authors of thl s^ni! that thi3 caiul0t ^ communicated in in the world. No^f tha shoe were on 

have knocked down satellites that 4 & reat responsibility to all of man- t jon bill save that ud and heartily an- an y way other than the ones we al- t jj e ot her foot and vou represented a 

kl Ch ri® d vou r Inn *; q proved of my proposed executive or- volve actold Stoa the^ch^l d An°d wt text ! 10 apparel producing state, hpw 


lite missile. Thev can knock down and that can prevent it. And I think that’s ..I.”’ ar0 // nd _ p ^ e “ y wel1 


have been sent up in their testing, and load and we d better take it seriously, proved of my proposed executive or- 
they’ve completed all of that test. Chris, your question is the same a er so I don’t anticipate too much 
And this was our test and I don’t know one as this morning? friction. P 


And this was our test and I don’t know °he as this morning? 
whether others are necessary to com- Q- No, actually, Helen asked that 
plete the thing, but we couldn’t stand question, but I’ve got another one, 
by and allow them to have a monop- M r - President, 
oly on the ability to shoot down satel- A. All right. 


uiai some meaicai sources naa said pvpn n * 

that this cannot be communicated in in the worwT^ NovTif^ thA sS 

SSiSSS iSSSi 


known AIDS scientist says the time lites when we are so dependent on 

has come now to boost existing re- them for communication, even The Pronaeanda War 
search into what he called a minor weather and so forth. Gary? ine rropdganaa war 

moon shot program to attack this Q. Some people believe that the 

Uh 3 stI ? ck fea 5 Strategy on Talks Soviets are winning the propaganda 
into the nation s health workers and * war leading up to the summit - that 

even in schoolchildren. Would you q. Mr. President, thank you. You Mr. Gorbachev in recent days has 
support a massive Gpverement re- sent the arms negotiators back to made a number of proposals for test 
search program against AIDS like Geneva for the start of the third round moratoria, for a chemical free zone in 
i u^a . Presld ent Nixon of talks which begin to two days. Did Europe — while the U.S, is testing the 
jaimcnea against cancer? you send them with any new pro- antisatellite weapon, and we learn to- 

/ A. I riavfl’ Dftftrt snniVTT+infl if frw» r » x x • 


tt.KA'sS'sti ysawsras™: 

On both those issues you seem to have thil L WQ iusthave to do thebZst we dustnes and al® 0 ior the; 2 millioh Re- 
moved closer to the position of those can with this problem I can^ndlr! “a*™ 1 ? workers in thos4 industries? 
to Congress Are you afraid of losing stonlb^th ride^of it ' * ...A- Well again, P rote^ohism'| a 

your leadership at a key point m what two-way street. And there is no way 


you call your fall offensive? 

A. No. I’m not afraid of that. And 
no, I saw in that bill things that I 


. two-way street. And there is no way 

Strategic Defense that y° u can try to protect and Shield 

one industry that seems, tp be having 
Q- Mr. President, why couldn’t all these competitive problems without 


Strategy on Talks the P r0 .pagamia Could say to them, if that bill came the" weapons and all the technology exposing others. No one' ever looks 

n Mi* Procirfant thanir m , v Mr- 1 l “ e surr ‘ m , lt tbat down without this and this and this that are currently uhder the rubric of over their shoulder to |ee who lort 

Si tha b K recent , da / s bas but with these things, I could happily the Strategic Defense Initiative be their job because of protectionism 

aeg 0 ^ iat0 rs . bfch to made i a number of proposals for test sign it. And then it occurred to me used offensively as well as defensive- We do know the history of the Smoot- 


launched against cancer? 


*' A - I have been supporting it for posal? day a test of a component of S.D.I. 

more than four years now. It s been A. No because they have a great With them talking peace while we’re 

one of the top priorities with us, and fiexibiity and I sent them back with testing weapons of war, is Mr. Gorba- 
over the last four years and including the same thing that we sent them in in chev beating you at your own game? 

what we haye m the hedge) for ’86 it the first place, and that is that we are , A. Well, I’ve not engaged in a 

• H amount, to oyer a half a billion to he flexible. We know that there is a propaganda game. I’m getting readv 


that I could also prove that by writing 
an executive order that includec 
those things plus a few of our own 
And they seemed to accept it. 

Pretoria Sanctions 


used offensively as well as defensive- We do know the history of the Smoot- 
ly, and thereby defeat your rationale Hawley Tariff and what it did, there 
for a strategic defense? Why couldn’t were over a thousand economists that 
lasers and electronic beam weapons sought the President out at the time 


be used offensively and defeat the and begged him ti ( 

purpose of the program? ’ But in this one with a single indus- 

A. Well, I’m sure there must have try, if there is an unfairness and 
been some research into things of that • we’ve already made th^t plain aqd 


jSSW 

search on AIDS in addition to what » w*ft. S ° Vt ^ Uluon 8 — to go to the meeting and take up some drawn criticism from many sides, things that I believe should be taken way to another country? 


I’m sure other ’medical groups are 1ft °° V ^ l th* I <bink should be discussed. I Bishop Tutu called you a racist, up at the summit is to make it plain un^iirly with us, we’re going to fate 

doing 8 P 6aV0 ti! t6e l 6at t6lS J 3 3 c ? ntl 5 uatl ?a °f a President Botha says they will im- that we’re both willing to look at cer- action on those items. Fo# almost two 

' And we haOe $100 billion or’jlbo 11hlff2ti W ta1li7h W trtH Ve aimed mmnly a^ t pede U.S. efforts to help in the region tainly a mix and see if we can’t place years now, I have been begging bur 

thilliori in the budget this vear- it’ll ha nS£^-« nd 90 aliies.m Europe and m an effort to and many in Congress are still press- more dependence on defensive weap- allies and trading partners in the 

$126 millioh next year Sdfiiis is a too Sallvfnff f 6 "! Sta If e f? bmld an impression that we may be tag for stronger measures. What is ons rather than on destructive weap- 


drawn criticism from many sides, things that I believe should be taken way in another countryT competing 


vftho^ y® J bll l Ion » w submarine launch and so forth! our allies in Europe and in an effort to and many to Congress are stifl press 
^ tbe budget this year; it Ube Theirs ip a little different startegy build an impression that we maybe ing for stronger ^measures what i 
$126 million next year. So this is a top than Our! so we said that we proposlS the villains in the peace, and that d 
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// Continued From Preceding Page 

GATT, the general tariff program, to 
' , join with ue in another round of trade 
talks to again eliminate whatever 
holdovers there are of discrimination 
^/Against someone else’s products get* 

* ting into their country or subsidizing 
sale at less than production cost in 
Other countries. These things we’ll do 

/and we’ll do vigorously. 

But just plain protectionism, let me 
point out another problem that no one 
B has considered: You take one product 
Y of that kind, and you look at a list of 
E countries and then you find out we’re 
£ the biggest exporter in the world, and 
-/you find out that in some of the coun- 
/ tries if we’ punish them for that one 
/product, we happen to have a trade 
'surplus in that country. And how can 

* they stand by on the one thing they’re 

* exporting successfully and then say 
’ but we’re buying more from you than 
r we’re selling in your country. So, 
, there iust is no excuse for protection- 
\ism that is simply based on legitl- 
Yhate competition and curbing that 
.^competition. 

3 <f &- Well again, protectionism is a 
..two-way sfreet. And there is no way 
.that you can try to protect and shield 
Me industiy that seems to be having 
/Jlpse competitive problems without 
exposing others. NO One ever looks 


re 


over their shoulder to see who lost 
their job because of protectionism- 
We do know the history of the Smoot- 
Hawley Tariff and what it did, there 
were over a thousand economists that 
sought the President out at the time 
and begged him to veto that bill. 

But in this one with a singll indus- 
try, if there is an unfairness and> 
we’ve already made that plain and 
made it evident, we are going, if 
they’re taking advantage m some 
way in another country, competing 
unfairly with us, we’re going to take 
action on those items. For almost t,wo 
years now, I have been begging our 
allies and trading partners in the 
GATT, the general tariff program, to 
join with us in another round of trade 
talks to again eliminate whatever 
holdovers there are of discrimination 
against someone else’s products get- 
ting into their country or subsidizing 
sale at less than production cost in 
other countries. These things we’ll do 
and we’ll do vigorously. 

.But just plain protectionism, let me 
point out another problem that no one 
has considered: You take one product 
of that kind, and you look at a list of 
countries and then you find out we’re 
the biggest exporter in the world, and 
you find out that in some of the coun- 
tries if we punish them for that one 
product, we happen to have a trade 


surplus in that country. And how can 
they stand by on the one thing they’re 
exporting successfully and then say 
but we’re buying more from you than 
we’re selling in your country. So, 
there iust is no excuse for protection- 
ism that is simply based on legiti- 
mate competition and curbing that 
competition. 

Legislation on Trade 

S . Mr. President, if the current 
% which are on the Hill now seek- 
ing sweeping trade protectionism 
were enacted, do you foresee some- 
what of a re-enactment of Smoot- 
Hawley which led to the Depression 
or certainly deepened it — do you feel 
there is a cause and effect there? 

A. I don’t know, 1 think there are 
probably some individuals that have- 
n’t learned the lesson or haven’t lived 
long enough to have been around 
when the Great Depression was pit 
That’s one of the advantages of being 
a kid my age. 

Q. Do you think the rose will be the 
national flower? 
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